Reflexive Verbs

Reflexive verbs are used to indicate that the action of the verb is reflected back to the subject.

Compare the following sentences:

Mariana baña al perro.

Mariana bathes the dog.

Mariana se baña.


Mariana bathes herself.

The difference is the reflexive pronoun ‘se’.

To conjugate a reflexive verb, you simply conjugate the verb regularly but place a reflexive pronoun out front.  I will conjuate ‘bañarse’ for you.

Me baño


Nos bañamos

Te bañas




Se baña


Se bañan

If the sentence is negative, the NO goes in front of the reflexive pronoun: yo no me baño

When you refer to parts of the body and articles of clothing, you use the definite article and not the possessive adjective:

Él se lava la cara


He washes his face.

Me pongo la camisa.


I put on my shirt.

Translate the following sentences into Spanish.

1. The girl takes a shower.

2. The boy shaves.

3. We bathe.

4. Jose gets up late.

5. You wash your hands before eating.

6. I brush my teeth after eating.

7. I eat breakfast in the kitchen.

8. I look at myself in the mirror when I comb my hair.

9. They put on makeup.

10. You (for) get dressed.

11. She washes her face and her hands.

12.   My name is Isabel and your name is Pepe.

